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Pastor's Reflection 

 

Keep Awake 
 

Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 
comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake! – Mark 13:35-37 
Christian time is funny (actually, a lot of things Christians do are funny, but that’s a subject for 
another column. . . ) For most of our society, time is linear; the past leads to the present which 
unfolds into the future. For Christians, time is more circular; our seasons celebrate birth and 
death and resurrection, which is a form of new birth. The cycle repeats, and with each turn, 
God reveals new layers of meaning, unfolding truths that had remained hidden. Christian time 
is funny. As a church, we are beginning the season of Advent, the four weeks before Christmas. 
We are getting ready to celebrate the birth of Christ, the Word-made-flesh, an event which 
happened over two thousand years ago. But we are also waiting for Christ to come back, the 
time when the world as we know it will end and God’s reign of peace with justice will begin. 
We’re celebrating the past and anticipating the future, all at the same time. 
At our all-church conference last month, another United Methodist pastor described the two 
questions that shape her congregation’s life together.  In small groups, members of her church 
ask each other, “What has God done for you? What have you done for God?” With these two 
questions, the congregation celebrates what they have done, what God has already done – and 
they hold each other in hopeful anticipation of what God and they have yet to accomplish. I 
asked myself these questions this past week. What have I done for God lately? Well, on my 
better days, I have spoken gently to people instead of harshly. I have apologized when I have 
screwed up. I have looked strangers in the eye, welcoming them into my life, if just for a few 
seconds. I have thanked God for the autumn moon, reflected on the surface of Green Lake on a 
cool crisp day. With the help of the pastor’s discretionary fund, I have delivered groceries to a 
family of four, living in a motel. 
What has God done for me? So much! God has sent me people, both in my family and at 
church, who ask me good questions, questions that help me reflect more deeply on my faith. 
God has shown me people who lay down their lives for their friends. God has shown up for me 
on Thursdays, as I watch members of Occupy Seattle choosing to extend grace to other people, 
rather than to respond with violence and suspicion. 
As we circle back around the calendar toward Advent, I encourage you to contemplate these 
two questions more deeply. What has God done for you? What have you done for God? The 
answers might sneak up on you like a thief in the night, so keep awake! 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you always, 
Pastor Meredith 

http://www.greenlakeumc.org/


  
Upcoming Concerts at GLUMC! 

 
Saturday, November 19: Chorus Concert 7:30 

 
Sunday, November 20: Chorus Concert 2:30 

 
Saturday, December 3: Fred West Concert 7:30 

 
Sunday, December 4: Fred West Concert 7:00 

 
Saturday, December 17: SCM Recital 2:00-6:00 

 
 
 

Share in the Joy of the Season with our 

friends at 

Church of Mary Magdalene  

& Mary’s Place 

Giving Tree will be located in Alden Hall 

beginning December 3
rd

 and we will be collecting 

through Advent 

Take a tag off our giving tree and bring back your 

gift by Sunday, December 11
th
 to the Church office 

for the Santa Shop at Mary’s where every homeless 

woman & child can get a gift this holiday 

OR 

Bring some of the following items to place under 

the tree: 

Coats, Gloves, Socks, Bras and Underwear (All 

sizes), Small sizes of perfume, Nail Polish and 

Polish Remover 

Cosmetics, Hair brushes and combs, Lotion, 

Conditioners, Deodorant, Mouthwash, Floss, Cotton 

Balls, Slippers with soles, Travel size toiletries, 

Feminine Products 

 

      Spiral Service     
 

When: December 3, 2011 at 4 p.m.     Where: Alden Hall 

What:  Traditional Celtic meditation service of prayer and 
contemplative music with signs from nature such as evergreens, 

honoring the great light of Christ that is coming into our dark 
world. 

 

 
 

Childrenôs Nativity  
Sunday, December 18 th  10:00 a.m.  

(The Cutest Thing, This Side of Christmas!)  

All ages of children are welcome.  We have costumes, short 
readings, and Christmas hymns. Please come a little early on 
Sunday to be fitted for the Nativity.  If you have questions, 

please contact the office at 206.526.2900. 
 

Prayer Request 
"Many of us enjoyed knowing Bill and Faye Howden 
as two of the old timers in this church.  While sitting 
in the waiting room at Northwest Hospital, I found 
Bill also waiting his turn.  He brought me up to date 
about his wife Faye, who is not in good health, and 
is now blind.  Bill is also having tests done, and his 

health is not good.  He tells me he is in poor health, 
but the two of them faithfully listen to the sermons 
on television and it refreshes their spirits.  He talked 
about the answer to prayer as each day enables him 

to carry on.   
Let's add Bill and Faye to our prayer list and perhaps 

someone with a car will find time to visit them." 
-Naomi Murphy 

Sunday School Corner 

 

The Sunday School children have recently 

entered their third unit, called "Hope for God's 

People." Since beginning our quarter in 

September, we have learned about Abraham's 

lineage through Joseph. In the coming weeks, we 

will find out more about Joseph's life in Egypt; 

we will then learn about Isaiah and the promise of 

a Savior. 

  

The children have also begun preparing for a 

Christmas performance that will take place 

Sunday, December 18. They will be performing a 

few songs and also putting on a short play. 

Practices are taking place Sundays after service; 

all who are interested in participating are invited 

to join us. 

 



 

 
 

 
  

      
 

November Birthdays 

6 Art Shipe 
7 Jean Hemmen 
10 Vivian Wolf-Wilets 
15 Steve Barnes 
22 Carolyn Stoup 
 

December Birthdays 
7 Robert Smith 
15 Chris Barnes 
17 Nathan Dodd 
18 Bill Center 
18 Sumeet Adams 
23 Marie Noakes 
29 Eric Teegarden 
31 Doug Diel 

LUNCH BUNCH 
BIBLE STUDY & 

FELLOWSHIP 
Bring a sandwich and 

your spirit into the fun 
learning and sharing of 

our scriptures of the 
week! 

 

Christmas 
Eve Service s  

 
May the Light of Christ and the Joy of 

Music surround you This Christmas 
Eve. 

 

Friday, December 24th  
 at 7:00 p.m.  Lessons and Carols 

in our beautiful Sanctuary. 
 

Invite all your loved ones to celebrate 
the Light of the World 

 
 

Advent in the Church 
Advent means coming, and during this time we prepare our 
hearts and lives to receive God's gift on Christmas day.  Part 
of preparing the church for Christmas includes decorating or 

hanging of the greens.  This year, we will be decorating in 
stages for each Sunday in Advent.  Take a moment to notice 

the things that have been added and how they are reminders 
for us to prepare our hearts for Christ.  There will also be 
some information in the bulletin each week to provide a 

background of the history and meaning of the items we use 
to decorate the church.  You are invited to stay a few 

moments after service each week to help add the new 
decorations for each Sunday.  Advent begins on Sunday, 

November 27th.  May this holy season bring you all joy and 
peace. 

Sandwich Makers Does the Holidays! 
December 11th bring not only your hands to help make sandwiches 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ !ƴƎŜƭƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ŘƻȊŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƻƪƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΗ  [ŜǘΩǎ {ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 

the Holidays and the pride of our Kitchens with our sisters! 

 

PATHWAY OF LIGHTS 
 
The Seattle Parks and Recreation 
and the Green Lake Community 
Center Advisory Council  is once 
again hosting the 35th annual 
ñPathway of Lightsò lighting the path 
around Seattleôs Green Lake with 
luminaries. 
 Warm drinks and treats will be 
available at stage locations, as will 
donation bins for non-perishable 
food items for Northwest Harvest. 
 This event will be on 
Saturday, December 10th from 5:00 
to 8:00 pm.  Admission is free. 

 

        
 

 

http://www.seattle.gov/Parks/
http://www.seattle.gov/PARKS/centers/greenlake/advisory.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/PARKS/centers/greenlake/advisory.htm


 
 

November Coffee Hour Hostess 
6 Kelly Flynt 
13 Jackie Morrison 
20 Brooke Wisti 
27 Vivian Wolf-Wilets 

 

December Coffee Hour Hostess 
4 Hazel Evans 
11 Sue Wolf 
18 Jana Kearns 
25 To be determined 

CHURCH SCHEDULE AT GREEN LAKE UMC 
Weekly 
Sunday   Nursery Care starts at 9 a.m. 
Sunday  Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 
  Worship 10:00 a.m. 
  Children’s Sunday School 10:15 a.m. 
Mon-Fri  Office Hours: M/W 11:30-3, T/TH 9-12:30 
  Monday:  Lunch Bunch Bible Study at Noon  
 
Monthly 
Second Sunday Sandwich Makers 11:30 a.m. 
Second Monday GLSA Board 6:00 pm 
Third Tuesday Administrative Council 7:00 p.m.  
First Monday Worship Committee (varies) 
Third Saturday Kid's Night Out 4:00-8:00pm 
First Saturday Rosalie Quilters 
 
Occasionally (every other month or so) 
Special Events & Activities from Energizers, Finance, Trustees, SPR, 
Welcoming and other Committees meet 

If you would like to add an event or activity to this schedule, 
contact Megan at the church office:  office@greenlakeumc.org 
or 526-2900 

 

 

Altar Guild 
The worship table in the sanctuary provides an 

interesting component to our worship service.  We 
read the scriptures, we sing the hymns, we listen to 

the sermon, and we pray out loud and in silence.  The 
worship table is one of the few ways that we engage in 

worship visually.  It provides an opportunity to 
expound on a part of the scripture or evoke deeper 

reflection on certain themes.  And of course, it is 
usually something pretty.  I would like to invite any 

interested parties to join me in forming an official altar 
guild in order to provide a more coordinated and 

dependable presentation on our worship table each 
week.  We can sign up to be individually responsible 

for certain weeks, work in pairs, collaborate as a team 
or all of the above.  We are also interested in people 
who would simply like to provide flowers on occasion 
to liven up the sanctuary.  Whatever way you want to 

participate, your help will be most appreciated. 
 Contact Kelly Flynt, kflynt@earthlink.net or 206-417-

5561 for more information. 
 

Personnel 
Pastor: 
Meredith Dodd 
Email: pastor@greenlakeumc.org 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday 
Sunday School Teachers: 
Robin Jones 
Thuy-Linh Bui 
Office Manager: 
Megan Barnes 
Email: greenlakeumc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 11:30-3, 
Tues/Thurs 9-12:30 
Organist, Choir Director: 
Diane Williams 

 
Officers (For 2012) 

Administrative Council: 
Ross Wolf 
Staff Parish Relations: 
Sue Wolf 
Lay Leader: 
Sheri Barnes 
Worship Committee: 
Vivian Wolf-Wilets 
Energizers & Welcoming: 
Sue Wolf 

 
 

Prayer Box 

 

Prayers for healing:  Naomi Murphy, Marie 
Noakes, Kelly Flynt's father 

Prayers for those who mourn:  
Bill Center, Heather Teegarden, Janet 

Adolphson, Vivian Wolf-Wilets 
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